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Switzerland wins four “Great Gold” medals in the 2018 Mondial du Merlot et Assemblages competition. 
The 11th edition of the Mondial du Merlot & Assemblages competition was held in Sierre from April 20th – 22nd, with a panel of international judges and some outstanding wines. There were more than 430 wines entered, by 230 producers from 20 countries, confirming the international profile of this event. No less than four “Great Gold” medals were awarded this year, all given to Swiss Merlot wines from the cantons of Ticino, Valais, Vaud and Geneva.  These wines and a selection of other prize winners will be presented to the public at the 3rd Festival of Award-Winning Merlots in Zurich. 
Founded in Ticino in 2008, the Mondial du Merlot & Assemblages was taken over in 2011 by VINEA, the association which was already organising the Mondial des Pinots. Sponsored by the OIV, UIOE and  USOE and a member of VINOFED, the competition gave this year's 230 producers-entrants from around the world the chance to present 437 wines across several categories. The competition is completely computerised and the 26 judges used tablets to score the wines, making the judging process exceptionally smooth and efficient.
A panel of international judges reflecting the outstanding quality of the entries
The judging panel was made up of 26 international tasters (oenologists, sommeliers and wine writers). The quality of the entries was impressive, as emphasised by Peruvian first-time judge  Lyse Marlene Monasterio Munoz: “Merlot is the king of grapes, and this competition effectively creates an annual benchmark for the diverse, complex and elegant wines that can be made from this variety.” 

Medals and special prizes 
In accordance with OIV rules which limit the number of medals that can be awarded, 127 entries won prizes including 4 “great gold” medals, 39 gold medals and 84 silver. The winners list features Merlots from many different areas: of the 39 gold medal winners, 32 were won by Swiss growers (20 from Ticino, 6 from Valais, 5 from Vaud and 1 from Geneva). Italy and France also scooped awards (3 and 2 gold medals respectively), followed by Germany, Argentina and New Zealand. 

Several special prizes were also awarded: Brivio Vini (Mendrisio, Ticino) took three, namely Best Wine in Show, Best Blend, and the Gran Maestro award for the best overall result over three vintages   (2011-2012-2013). Ticino triumphed again with second place in the Gran Maestro category going to Gialdi Vini SA for its Arzo cuvée (2011-2012-2013), while the Best Rosé or White Merlot and the Vinofed Prize were awarded to Bucaneve 2017 (from Cagi Cantina Giubasco) and to Merlot 2015 (from Cantine Ghidossi) respectively. Third place in the Gran Maestro category went to Adrian & Diego Mathier (Salquenen, Valais) for their Nadia Mathier (2014-2015-2016). 
The Older Vintage category and the Organic Prize were both carried off by the biodynamic Merlot 2012 from Domaine la Capitaine (canton Vaud). The Best Non-Swiss Varietal Merlot award went to  Corte Figaretto Soc. Agriola (Verona, Italy), while Best Swiss Varietal Merlot was won by Cave de Genève Satigny.
Festival of Award-Winning Merlots: bringing together prize-winning producers and Merlot fans
The Festival of Award-Winning Merlots will be held in Zurich for the third time, creating a showcase for the winning producers and an opportunity for fans of this grape to meet the men and women who create such diverse Merlot-based wines. Visitors will enjoy a selection of Swiss AOP and IGP cheeses along with the outstanding wines poured by the prize winners. 
The Festival of Award-Winning Merlots will be held on Wednesday May 16th from 4 pm – 8 pm in the Widdersaal at the Widder Hotel, Rennweg 8, Zurich. A tutored tasting will also be held at the event, featuring a selection of award-winning wines presented by VINEA experts.   
The results of the competition are available on the website www.mondial-du-merlot.com
Download the booklet with the results
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VINEA is a multidisciplinary association specialised in the organisation of wine competitions, including the Grand Prix du Vin Suisse, the Mondial des Pinots and the Mondial du Merlot et Assemblages, but also in the organisation of events and initiatives designed to promote Swiss wines, such as the Salon des Vins Suisses (Swiss Wine Fair) as well as the Swiss Wines app. For further information, see www.vinea.ch
